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"...stop and consider the wondrous works of
God." - Job 37:14

SWORDS & SHIELDS

Swords and shields stand as the world’s most recognizable, essential, and iconic pieces of
equipment when we think of battles throughout history. Whether it's history, myth, or legend, the
sword and shield are forged in our imaginations, religions, and cultures.

This got me thinking of some of the legendary swords and shields throughout history,
mythology, and culture:

SHIELDS:

1. The Shield of Achilles

As described in Homer’s lliad, this shield is made by the god,
Hephaestus and given to Thetis, the mother of Achilles, who then
brings it to earth and gives it to Achilles as he goes into battle
against the Trojan prince, Hector.

2. Aegis

One of the most famous shields of Greek mythology, this shield
belonged to Zeus and Athena. It is also mentioned in Homer’s lliad.
The shield sometimes features the head of a Gorgon (basically,
Medusa—more on her later).




3. Pridwen
In a version of the Arthurian legend of King Arthur and the Knights
of the Round Table, this is the shield of King Arthur.

4. Captain America's Shield

Wielded by the superhero, Captain America, this near-indestructible
vibranium construction with it's red, white, and blue star design.
This is one of the most recognizable shields in history.

5. Thorin Oakenshield

Yes, this is a name, but in J.R.R. Tolkien’s book The Hobbit, Thorin
is given this last name because he took up a log of oak and used it
as a shield in the battle at Moria

Speaking of The Hobbit, in the film the dwarf Balin states to Bilbo that “swords are named for
the great deeds they do.” Here is a list (not exhaustive) of legendary SWORDS throughout
history, mythology and culture:

1. Excalibur

Probably one of the most famous swords, this is the legendary, and
perhaps mythical, sword of King Arthur. (Think of the famous
“sword in the stone”).

2. Joyeuse

One of the most legendary swords in European history, this sword
is attributed to Charlemagne, the King of the Franks and the first
Holy Roman Emperor.

3. Hrunting

In Anglo-Saxon mythology, this was the sword of Beowulf in his
battle against Grendel’s, a monster and one of three antagonists in
the epic poem, mother. It unfortunately failed him and he has to get
rid of it.




4. Harpe
Remember Medusa? This was the sword wielded by Perseus who
used it to kill Medusa.

5. Curtana
Known as the “Sword of Mercy,” this ceremonial sword is one of the
Crown Jewels of the United Kingdom.

6. Ascalon

For those of you familiar with the Christian legend of Saint George,
who was a Christian martyr and protector of the Kingdom of Lydda
in Palestine, he famously used this sword to kill a dragon who was
terrorizing the people of Lydda.

7. The Wallace Sword

Scotland’s most famous sword, this massive sword is traditionally

attributed to Sir William Wallace, the legendary Scottish knight who 4
led the resistance against English rule in the late 13th century (think !
of the movie Braveheart—thanks Mel Gibson).

8. The Master Sword
For all my gamers out there, this is the legendary sword of Link in
the Legend of Zelda video games. '

9. Sting

Speaking again of J.R.R Tolkien’s The Hobbit, this is the “sword”
(more like a letter opener) wielded by Bilbo Baggins. It would
famously glow blue when danger was close.

10. Goliath's Sword
Last, but not least, arguably the most famous sword in the Bible,

GOLIATH'S SWORD

the massive sword of the giant, Goliath of Gath. In the biblical

account of the battle between David and Goliath, David uses
Goliath’s own sword to chop Goliath’s head off after defeating him
with the slingshot and stone.



I know those lists probably showed my inner nerd, but there is a greater Sword and Shield than
any on these lists.

Deuteronomy 33:29
“Happy are you, O Israel!l Who is like you, a people saved by the Lord, the Shield of your help,
and the Sword of your triumph!...

”

What an amazing description of the Lord. He is our Shield and our Sword!

As our Sword, He fights for us. Just as with the Israelites, He goes before us and fights our
battles. He is the One who brings the victory. Psalm 60:12 says, “With God we will gain the
victory...”

Greater than Excalibur and Joyeuse (or any other sword), God doesn’t need any magical
powers. He is Almighty, and the Almighty fights for us as our Sword. “What then shall we say to
these things? If God is for us, who can be against us (Romans 8:31)?”

The Lord not only fights for us as our Sword, but He also guards and protects us as our Shield.
He is our protector and our help. Psalm 46:1 says, “God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble.” He watches over us and guards us against the “fiery darts of the
wicked.”

As I've been thinking about this verse, | had a great gospel connection:

Shields not only help, guard, and protect, but they take the blows and get pierced by the arrows.
Essentially, the shield incurs the punishment that’s intended for us.

As our Shield, Jesus did the same thing for us.

“But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the
chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed (Isaiah 53:5).”

As our Shield, Jesus took the punishment that we deserved when He died on the cross for our
sins. He was pierced for our transgressions, just like the arrows and spears pierce the shield.
He was crushed for our iniquities just like the shield being crushed by the repeated blows of the
sword, hammer, and axe. The chastisement and the wounds He incurred as our Shield brought
us peace and healing.

While the swords and shields of history, myth, and legend are cool and interesting, our Sword
and Shield has saved us.

Happy are we!



Derrick Marrs
Ministry Director
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SUPPORT BANCROFT
BY WASHING YOUR
CAR!

Help Banereft Bible Camp
Ralse Funds by Taking Yeour Vehicle te

" CAR WASH —~

—

Fer A Great Shine Every Time!
November 15%, 2025 - February 15%, 2026

Purchase any single car wash to help Bancroft Gospel Ministry raise funds for our
Bible Camp to help with operational costs and support our efforts! We will
receive 30% of the single wash sales earned using our fundraiser's wash code!

Visit any of the TruShine Car Wash Locations

203 Linden Square Drive 25017 Western Loop
Bristol, VA 24202 Abingdon, VA 24211
3033 Boones Creek Road 2227 Fort Henry Drive 116 Allensville Road
Johnson City, TN 37615 Kingsport, TN 37664 Sevierville, TN 37876
1912 Highway 394 1541 W Jackson Bivd
Blountville, TN 37617 Jonesborough, TN 37659

Follew the Instructions Below

Pull up fo one of the pay stations.
Follow the screen prompts to buy a single wash.
Push the "ENTER WASH CODE" bution at the bottom left of the screen.

Enter Wash Codes 1 41 40

14140 is the unique number associated with this fundraiser.
You must enter this code to participate in the fundraiser.

Select the car wash of your choice.
Select your payment method. Insert Payment,
If preferred, print the receipt for your records.

Thank you for participating In the
Bancroft Bible Camp Fundralserl
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STOP & CONSIDER
SEASON 2!

Have you listened to Episode 1 of Season 27

If not, Head over to your podcast platform of
choice and catch Episode 1, "New Year
New You."

While you're there, catch up on any episodes
you missed, click to subscribe, hit the LIKE
button and the notification bell so you never

miss an episode!

If you aren't familiar with podcasts or how to listen to them, feel free to simply visit our website
and listen from there. Here is the link for your convenience:

www.bancroftgospelministry.org/stopandconsider

If you are into the podcast world, below are the links to your favorite podcast platforms for easy
access. Currently, the only podcast that has video is through Spotify, but videos to YouTube are
coming in Season 2! Be sure to subscribe, like, and comment!

Apple Podcasts:
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/stop-and-consider/id1843097127

YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/@STOPandConsider

Spotify:
https://open.spotify.com/show/5an3QuCPo04dH9Xa4xp2uc

Amazon Music:
https://music.amazon.com/podcasts/41b83bb5-ef2f-4f4e-ae1f-bcd85adbc4 3f/stop-and-consider

iHeartRadio:
https://iheart.com/podcast/296982721/
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MORE PARTNERSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES

7 DONATOR

You can now partner with Bancroft through
donating stocks to help financially support

—

the ministry!

By donating stock that has increased in
value, you will avoid paying tax on the capital
gains. Many donors have found this is an

For the price of a movie ticket or a fast-food
meal, you can make a lasting impact for the
kingdom of God by supporting a ministry

easy way to increase their donation while
helping themselves at tax time.

who has served the Lord and our community
for over 100 years! < >

Click the button below and become part of a
team of people desiring to make an eternal
difference by financially supporting Bancroft!
You can give more than $10 if you choose
and you can even make it a recurring
donation for your convenience!
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