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"...stop and consider the wondrous works of
God." - Job 37:14

THE ANONYMOUS
KNIGHT

The theme of our camp this summer is the armor of the God, based on Ephesians 6:11-17.

While meditating on this passage in preparation for camp, the idea that stuck out to me is how
this affects our standing with Christ.

Picture a medieval battle, and
the chaos of armored knights
careening on horseback
through masses of footmen,
madly swinging their swords
about them. Unless you were
acquainted with the combat
style of a particular knight,
there would be no way to
recognize him. His face is




hidden beneath his helm; his chest, scared from years of battles and duels, is covered by his
breastplate. The only way to recognize the knight is by the charge on his shield or the plumes
on his helmet.

In Christ, we are anonymous—identified only by the colors we fly.

When this idea first struck me, | found it degrading. When others, or when the Father, look at
me and they are only to see Christ, is there no room for the unique and special things about me
to stand out? If | am subsumed in Christ, is all of me meant to disappear?

Yes and no.

C.S. Lewis explains this concept better than | ever could: “The more we get what we call
‘ourselves’ out of the way and let Him take us over, the more truly ourselves we become... In
that sense our real selves are all waiting for us in Him.” Once we have been united to Christ, we
don’t cease to become less ourselves, we actually become more ourselves than we ever could
be. As the Spirit sanctifies us and our vices are stripped away, we are allowed to express

ourselves virtuously in Christ’s image.

Think back to the knight analogy: he’s flying
Christ’s colors and is obscured in his armor,
but there’s a unique way he swings his
sword, or sets himself in his saddle before
thrusting his lance. He is unmistakably
Christ’s, but also, to the watchful eye,
unmistakably himself.




In the same way, each of us possess particular gifts and talents, but we express them in a way
that points back to Christ and not to ourselves, which cannot even be pointed to because “our
selves” are only found in Christ!

| don’t want to be seen as myself. | make mistakes, hurt people’s feelings, and hamstring my
own growth through my stubborn wickedness. | long to have those parts of me stripped away so
only virtue can remain. | want my sin, which is wholly my own, to be severed, and my virtue,
which is Christ’s and His Spirit’s, to abide. | guess you’d agree with that sentiment, and in that
sense we are all seeking anonymity in Him. We want our sin to be removed and become like
Christ, Who is all we wished we ever were.

So, take up the full armor of God. Take up the shield of faith, which displays Christ’s colors to
the world and hide yourself beneath the breastplate of His righteousness and the helmet of His
salvation.

There’s a hymn | love, “Soul of My Savior,” that says, “Deep in Thy wounds, Lord, hide and
shelter me / So shall | never, never part from Thee.” It's my heart’s desire to be hidden in the
wounds of Christ, sopping in the blood gushing from His side, that “Christ might be all in all’ (1
Cor. 15:28).

That is my desire for you, reader, as well. That you would be washed more in His blood, day by
day, anonymous in His armor, until your true self in realized in the beatific vision, when we all
behold our Savior face to face. Amen.

Nathan Dilday
BGM Staff
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NEW CAMP TALES
EPISODE:
GINGER BRO




In the latest episode of Camp Tales, Derrick
interviews a former Program Director:
Joe Clark

In this episode they discuss whether or not
Joe could be feral, playing paintball with

broadswords, and how Bancroft is like family

Listen and enjoy this fun episode!

If you aren't familiar with podcasts or how to listen to them, feel free to simply visit our website
and listen from there. Here is the link for your convenience:

www.bancroftgospelministry.org/stopandconsider

If you are into the podcast world, below are the links to your favorite podcast platforms for easy
access. Currently, the only podcast that has video is through Spotify, but videos to YouTube are
coming in Season 2! Be sure to subscribe, like, and comment!

Apple Podcasts:
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/stop-and-consider/id1843097127

YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/@STOPandConsider

Spotify:
https://open.spotify.com/show/5an3QuCPoO4dH9Xa4xp2uc

Amazon Music:
https://music.amazon.com/podcasts/41b83bb5-ef2f-4f4e-ae1f-bcd85adbc4 3f/stop-and-consider

iHeartRadio:
https://iheart.com/podcast/296982721/
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Throughout the month of August, we are bringing back

SPLASH DAYS!!

This is a great opportunity to take advantage of the beautiful weather by
renting our pools for yourself or for a group!

Schedule a day and time now!

( BOOK NOW! )
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MORE PARTNERSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES
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Q) STOCK
V”DONATOR

You can now partner with Bancroft through
donating stocks to help financially support
the ministry!

By donating stock that has increased in

value, you will avoid paying tax on the capital
gains. Many donors have found this is an

For the price of a movie ticket or a fast-food

meal, you can make a lasting impact for the easy way to increase their donation while

kingdom of God by supporting a ministry helping themselves at tax time.

who has served the Lord and our community
for over 100 years! ( )

Click the button below and become part of a
team of people desiring to make an eternal
difference by financially supporting Bancroft!
You can give more than $10 if you choose
and you can even make it a recurring
donation for your convenience!
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