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"...stop and consider the wondrous works of
God." - Job 37:14

COUNTERFEIT

/’kavntarfit/ - coun-ter-feit

noun - (1) made in imitation of something

COU nte rfe] t else with intent to deceive; (2) a fraud

I’'ve been reading in the book of Revelation recently and noticed this concept of counterfeit
permeates chapter 13:

e Counterfeit resurrection — 13:3

o Counterfeit trinity — Satan (dragon), Antichrist (1st Beast), False Prophet (2nd Beast)
e Counterfeit worship — 13:4

o Counterfeit authority — 13:7

o Counterfeit signs — 13:13

o Counterfeit life — 13:15

o Counterfeit mark — 13:16-17 (Contrast with mark in 14:1)

This got me thinking about counterfeits—particularly, that Satan is continually creating
counterfeits to the blessings and works of God.

Everything that Satan makes and offers is a counterfeit.

It is an imitation of the real thing and it's meant to deceive.



There’s a prank/game that youth
pastors used to play in youth
groups. They would have three
students come up to the front for an
ice cream eating contest. When the
timer started, it was a race to see
which student could finish their bowl
of ice cream first.

In front of each student was a
beautiful ice cream sundae with
chocolate syrup, sprinkles, whipped
cream, and a cherry on top.




Except one bowl wasn't filled with ice cream...
...it was filled with mayonnaise.

It was made to look like the real thing. It was dressed up with all of the tasty toppings. The
emotions were high. The table was set...

But for that one student—it was all a lie.

The things Satan makes and entices us with may seem great in the moment, but it will never
satisfy and it will only lead to more heartache, trouble, and destruction.

It makes me think of the other counterfeits that Satan makes. He makes counterfeits for:

PEACE

Jesus: “Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you. Not as the world gives do | give to you.
Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid (John 14:27).”

Satan's counterfeit to peace is a false, temporary sense of security, calm, or comfort. This can
be found in your bank account, a relationship, a job, a bottle of alcohol, and a myriad of other
things. Except that Satan’s counterfeit is temporary and can be taken away at any moment.

It won't last.

JOY

Jesus: “These things | have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be
full (John 15:11).”

Satan’s counterfeit is temporary pleasure, a burst of excitement, or sinful gratification. It's the
temporary happiness that we experience through a good time, a song, social media recognition,
buying the newest and best. But the good time will end, the song will stop playing, and the thrill
of the newest purchase will fade away.

It won't last.

SATISFACTION

Jesus: “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in




me shall never thirst (John 6:35).”

Satan’s counterfeit are the temporary, selfish pleasures that we pursue. It's the instant
gratification enticements that he dangles in front of us. We become deceived believing they will
satisfy and fulfill us—only to leave us empty.

It won't last.
Jesus is the only One who is and can provide eternal peace, joy, satisfaction, etc.

Philippians 4:6-7
Be anxious for nothing, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Psalm 16:11
You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right
hand are pleasures forevermore.

Psalm 107:8-9
Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love, for his wondrous works to the children of man!

For he satisfies the longing soul, and the hungry soul he fills with good things.

Satan is the Deceiver (Revelation 12:9) and the father of lies (John 8:44), and he comes only
to steal, kill, and destroy (John 10:10).

Don’t fall for his counterfeits.
Everything you need is found in Christ.

Derrick Marrs
Ministry Director




EPISODE 8 OF THE
STOP & CONSIDER
PODCAST IS LIVE!

Our eighth episode of Season 2 is available
NOW!

In this episode, JT and Derrick discuss
quirky taxes, submitting to authority, and our
roles and responsibilities toward those whom

God has placed in authority over us.

Head over and listen to our latest episode,
and while you're there, catch up on any
you've missed!

Only two episodes left in

Season 2!




If you aren't familiar with podcasts or how to listen to them, feel free to simply visit our website
and listen from there. Here is the link for your convenience:

www.bancroftgospelministry.org/stopandconsider

If you are into the podcast world, below are the links to your favorite podcast platforms for easy
access. Currently, the only podcast that has video is through Spotify, but videos to YouTube are
coming in Season 2! Be sure to subscribe, like, and comment!

Apple Podcasts:
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/stop-and-consider/id1843097127

YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/@STOPandConsider

Spotify:
https://open.spotify.com/show/5an3QuCPo0O4dH9Xa4xp2uc

Amazon Music:
https://music.amazon.com/podcasts/41b83bb5-ef2f-4f4e-ae1f-bcd85adbc4 3f/stop-and-consider

iHeartRadio:
https://iheart.com/podcast/296982721/

REGISTER NOW FOR SUMMER CAMP!



SUMMER CAMP

Teen Mission - June 1-5
Junior Camp 1 - July 6-10
Teen 1 - July 13-17
Junior 2 - July 20-24

{ REGISTER NOW ]
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MORE PARTNERSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES



N STOCK

v7/DONATOR

You can now partner with Bancroft through
donating stocks to help financially support
the ministry!

By donating stock that has increased in

value, you will avoid paying tax on the capital
gains. Many donors have found this is an

For the price of a movie ticket or a fast-food

meal, you can make a lasting impact for the easy way to increase their donation while

kingdom of God by supporting a ministry helping themselves at tax time.

who has served the Lord and our community
for over 100 years! ( )

Click the button below and become part of a
team of people desiring to make an eternal
difference by financially supporting Bancroft!
You can give more than $10 if you choose
and you can even make it a recurring
donation for your convenience!
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