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"...stop and consider the wondrous works of
God." - Job 37:14

FAILED EXPECTATIONS

Am | the only one who was disappointed with the lack of snow we got last weekend?

Leading up the weekend, | had been watching the weather, checking it on my weather app, etc.,
and | was getting excited about possibly getting 12-18” of snow!

Yes, | know, we live in Northeast B
Tennessee. | even live in Kingsport
with the “Eastman Bubble.” | know |
shouldn’t get my hopes up...but |
did.

In fact, | even prayed (probably
selfishly, which is possibly why we
didn’t get anything) that we WOULD
get 12-18” of snow! My family and |

wanted to get snowed in...



But we didn't.

We hardly got anything.

| was disappointed.

We often create expectations for things that rarely turn out the way we anticipate. We have
hopes and dreams about how things will be, what things will look like, and how things will turn
out in the end only to find that things never seem to work out exactly the way we had hoped,
dreamed, and planned.

We create expectations and visions for everything:
e Our future spouse
e Our marriage
 How many kids we will have and their gender
o Ouirfirst job
e Our career
e Our retirement plans
o The event we are planning
* How the next sales pitch will go
e How a person will respond to a certain kind of news
e The result of health treatments for some disease

The list is endless.

But what about when our expectations don't

pan out.

What about when things don’t work out the
way we anticipated and envisioned?

Our failed expectations lead to expectatl ¥ anc

disappointment, and if we are not careful,
our disappointment can lead to resentment,
bitterness, apathy, depression, and despair.




The truth is that people and things will never meet our expectations and things will never turn
out exactly the way that we envision them.

And that’s a good thing.

You see, our failed expectations are opportunities for the Lord to do something greater.

Think about these examples from scripture:
+ Abraham and Sarah were infertile for years. It opened the door for God to work a

miracle in making and fulfilling a promise that they would receive a child “in their old age.”
This child, Isaac, would be the seed of promise through which God would continue His
providential work of making a people for Himself.

» Moses expected to lead the people of Israel into the Promised Land but wasn’t allowed
because of his sin at the waters of Meribah. This paved the way for the Lord to raise up the
next leader of the people, Joshua, who would lead the people in their conquest of the
Promised Land.

o The disciples expected the Messiah to come and deliver them from the oppression of
the Romans, but instead their Messiah was killed at the hands of the Romans. Yet this was

all part of God’s providential plan to provide a greater deliverance, the deliverance from sin,
through the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus the Messiah.

You see, our failed expectations and plans are opportunities
for God to show us the greater plans that He has in store for
us.

So, instead of becoming disappointed and possibly sliding

down the slope of bitterness, resentment, apathy, B B
depression, and despair, maybe we should change our BETTER THINGS
perspective. - AHEAD

El



Let’s view our failed expectations through these lenses instead:
e The Lord is in control (Job 42:2; Daniel 4:35; Isaiah 46:9-10)
+ He is working His plans (Proverbs 16:9; Proverbs 19:21)
¢ His plans are not our plans (/saiah 55:8-9)
o His plans are always better than ours (Genesis 50:20; Romans 8:28)

So, trust Him and get excited for what He has in store.

Derrick Marrs
Ministry Director

Get all of that salt off of your car from the latest winter
storm and support Bancroft in the process!



Help Banereft Bible Camp

Ralse Funds by Taking Yeur Vehicle to

—

e
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N CAR WASH -

Fer A Great Shine Every Timel
November 15%, 2025 - February 15, 2026

Purchase any single car wash to help Bancroft Gospel Ministry raise funds for our
Bible Camp to help with operational costs and support our efforts! We will
receive 30% of the single wash sales earned using our fundraiser’s wash code!

Visit any of the TruShine Car Wash Locations

203 Linden Square Drive 25017 Western Loop
Bristol, VA 24202 Abingdon, VA 24211
3033 Boones Creek Road 2227 Fort Henry Drive 116 Allensville Road
Johnson City, TN 37815 Kingsport, TN 37644 Sevierville, TN 37876
1912 Highway 394 1541 W Jackson Blvd
Blountville, TN 37617 Jonesborough, TN 37659

Follow the Instructions Below

Pull up fo one of the pay stations.
Follow the screen prompts to buy a single wash,
Push the "ENTER WASH CODE" bution at the boftom left of the screen,

Enter Wash Codes 1 41 40

14140 is the unique number associated with this fundraiser.
You must enter this code to participate in the fundraiser.

Select the car wash of your choice.
Select your payment method. Insert Payment.
If preferred, print the receipt for your records.

Thank you fer participating In the
Bancroft Bible Camp Fundraliser!
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STOP & CONSIDER
PODCAST!




b " e The first two episodes of Season 2 are
available your favorite podcast platforms!

‘ We even have video on both Spotify and

4 YouTube!

If you haven't taken a listen, we encourage
you to check it out!

While you're there, catch up on any episodes
you missed, click to subscribe, hit the LIKE
button and the notification bell so you never

miss an episode!

If you aren't familiar with podcasts or how to listen to them, feel free to simply visit our website
and listen from there. Here is the link for your convenience:

www.bancroftgospelministry.org/stopandconsider

If you are into the podcast world, below are the links to your favorite podcast platforms for easy
access. Currently, the only podcast that has video is through Spotify, but videos to YouTube are
coming in Season 2! Be sure to subscribe, like, and comment!

Apple Podcasts:
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/stop-and-consider/id1843097127

YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/@STOPandConsider

Spotify:
https://open.spotify.com/show/5an3QuCPo0O4dH9Xa4xp2uc

Amazon Music:
https://music.amazon.com/podcasts/41b83bb5-ef2f-4f4e-ae1f-bcd85adbc4 3f/stop-and-consider

iHeartRadio:
https://iheart.com/podcast/296982721/




MORE PARTNERSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES

pr (ANSTOCK
V7 DONATOR

You can now partner with Bancroft through

donating stocks to help financially support
the ministry!

By donating stock that has increased in
value, you will avoid paying tax on the capital

For the price of a movie ticket or a fast-food gains. Many donors have found this is an

meal, you can make a lasting impact for the easy way to increase their donation while

kingdom of God by supporting a ministry helping themselves at tax time.

who has served the Lord and our community
for over 100 years! C >

Click the button below and become part of a
team of people desiring to make an eternal
difference by financially supporting Bancroft!
You can give more than $10 if you choose
and you can even make it a recurring
donation for your convenience!
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