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"...stop and consider the wondrous works of
God." - Job 37:14

BECOMING WHAT WE
LOVE

When Bryce was younger, he used to
REALLY like pancakes. | remember
numerous times some of the older members
of my family used to say that he was going to
turn into a pancake because he ate them so
much.

You know, there’s some truth to that concept.

Maybe not actually turning into a literal pancake, but we've all heard the phrase, “you are what
you eat.”

The idea is that whatever you consume directly affects your physical, mental, and emotional
health. It affects your entire person.



Saint Clare of Assisi once said, “We become what we
love and who we love shapes what we become.”

It's the same concept, but the focus is more on our
We become what we heart and our desires. What we love, we worship, and
what we worship is what we become.
love and who we love
shapes what we become I’'ve been reading through the book of Hosea recently.
It's a weighty, but beautiful book.

Clare of Assisi

The people of Israel had turned their hearts and
affections away from the Lord and toward idolatry.

God commands the prophet Hosea to go marry a prostitute and have children with her.
Unfortunately, she would not renounce her lifestyle, but she remained unfaithful to Hosea and
continued to pursue her worldly ways.

It was an illustration of how the people of Israel were treating the Lord.

In Hosea 9:10, the Lord said this about Israel, “But they came to Baal-peor and consecrated
themselves to the thing of shame, and became detestable like the thing they loved.”

The people of Israel had become what they loved—unfortunately, what they became was
detestable.

Even though God had given the people of Israel everything they needed. Even though He has
provided for them, protected them, and even blessed them, like Gomer, Hosea’s prostitute wife,
the people of Israel turned from the Lord and pursued all of the other things that would never
truly satisfy.



You see, there are so many things vying not
only for our attention, but also our affections.

Our world entices us to turn away from the
Lord and pursue fame, fortune, power,
relationships, and so many other things—
none of which will never truly satisfy.

This is why the greatest commandment is to
“...love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind
(Matthew 22:37)."

It begins with our affections being given only
to Christ.

This is why throughout scripture we see our
relationship with Him in the form of a marital
relationship.
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When we pursue other things and give our love and affection to them, we are essentially
committing adultery against the Lord.

And this is the purpose of Hosea'’s illustration.

The people of Israel had committed adultery against the Lord and given their hearts to sinful
and detestable things, which would lead to their destruction.

We need to check and guard our hearts to insure that our affections are only for the Lord.

The good news?

When we repent and turn back to Christ, He is there ready and willing to take us back!

If you read the rest of Hosea you will see that Hosea goes and buys his wife back, welcomes
her, and loves her despite her unfaithfulness.

The Lord promised the people of Israel the same thing.

And He promises it to us as well.

Now that’s love.

And that’s a love that makes me want to love Him even more (1 John 4:19).

Derrick Marrs
Ministry Director

P.S., Throughout the summer the newsletter will be authored by other members of BGM staff!
I'm really looking forward to what the Lord wants to say through them, so be on the lookout!
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FINAL PODCAST
EPISODE OF SEASON 2!




Check out the final podcast episode of
Season 2!

In this final episode of Season 2, JT &
Derrick conclude their discussion on family
dynamics and dysfunction culminating in the
encouragement of God's redeeming work!.

Head over and listen to our latest episode,

and while you're there, catch up on any

you've missed!

If you aren't familiar with podcasts or how to listen to them, feel free to simply visit our website
and listen from there. Here is the link for your convenience:

www.bancroftgospelministry.org/stopandconsider

If you are into the podcast world, below are the links to your favorite podcast platforms for easy
access. Currently, the only podcast that has video is through Spotify, but videos to YouTube are
coming in Season 2! Be sure to subscribe, like, and comment!

Apple Podcasts:
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/stop-and-consider/id1843097127

YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/@STOPandConsider

Spotify:
https://open.spotify.com/show/5an3QuCPo0O4dH9Xa4xp2uc

Amazon Music:
https://music.amazon.com/podcasts/41b83bb5-ef2f-4f4e-ae1f-bcd85adbc4 3f/stop-and-consider

iHeartRadio:
https://iheart.com/podcast/296982721/



CAMP TALES ARE
BACK!

Camp Tales is coming back during the
summer months as we prepare for Season 3
of our STOP & Consider Podcast.

These summer episodes are going to be a
lot of fun as we interview former counselors
and staff about their experiences at Bancroft!

Make sure to continue to tune in and listen to
some awesome camp tales over the
summer!

REGISTER NOW FOR SUMMER CAMP!

SUMMER CAMP

| EPHESIANS 6:10-18

Teen Mission - June 1-5
Junior Camp 1 - July 6-10
Teen 1 - July 13-17
Junior 2 - July 20-24

L REGISTER NOW }




WE NEED A COUPLE MORE COUNSELORS!

We are looking for a couple more mature, FEMALE Summer Counselors who are 18+ years old
wanting to make an impact this summer!
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So, You Want To B:a
a Camp Counselor?

There's nothing like being a camp counselor! It's
your opportunity to make an eternal impact on
the lives of others, to use your summer to serve
others, and to build lasting relationships. Being a
camp counselor is a purpose-driven, meaningful,
and exciting opportunity!

Ready for an
Adventure?

As a camp counselor, every day is an adventure! From
waking the campers up in the morning to tucking them in
at night (and maybe even during the night!), there's a
new adventure waiting around every corner! Being able
to take advantage of each adventure that you and your
campers face is an incredible opportunity to have lives
impacted for eternity!

i Develop Life Skills
* Teamwork *Empathy
Be Part Of d Team * Communication *Discernment
Being a camp counselor opens the door to build relationships ¢Conflict Resolution Decision-Making

with others who are in the grind with you! You will make friends oTi . i ibili 3
with fellow staff and you will come together to make the Time Management Adaptatlon/Flexlblllty .

absolute most of everyone's summer. You will learn how to *Discipline . Huml|!ty
work together as a team relying on one another as you . Group Management el stening

experience the highs and lows throughout the camp season. o i
By Eeing part of this team, it will truly feel like family as we all . Interpersonal Skills  «Emotional Control

serve one another and are there for each other. *Resilience

If you or someone you know is interested in
applying to be a summer counselor this
summer, submit an application by clicking
the button below!

Being a camp counselor is a personal experience. Being
with your campers and getting to know them provides
the opportunity to build meaningful and lasting

relationships. You will become a trusted sibling, a APPLY NOW!
mentor, and a guide to your campers and will make a
lasting impression!




Throughout the month of May (and August), we are bringing back

SPLASH DAYS!!

This is a great opportunity to take advantage of the beautiful weather by
renting our pools for yourself or for a group!

Schedule a day and time now!

( BOOK NOW! )
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MORE PARTNERSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES



N STOCK

v7/DONATOR

You can now partner with Bancroft through
donating stocks to help financially support
the ministry!

By donating stock that has increased in

value, you will avoid paying tax on the capital
gains. Many donors have found this is an

For the price of a movie ticket or a fast-food

meal, you can make a lasting impact for the easy way to increase their donation while

kingdom of God by supporting a ministry helping themselves at tax time.

who has served the Lord and our community
for over 100 years! ( )

Click the button below and become part of a
team of people desiring to make an eternal
difference by financially supporting Bancroft!
You can give more than $10 if you choose
and you can even make it a recurring
donation for your convenience!
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