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"...stop and consider the wondrous works of
God." - Job 37:14

LET ALL MORTAL FLESH
KEEP SILENCE

| saw a funny meme about what we are like when we think of this lesser sung Christmas carol
compared to our typical Christmas carols...

I've got to be honest. | didn’t realize

that this was actually a Christmas
song until about 10 years ago.
The title doesn’t really scream,

e , “CHRISTMAS,” and it's normally not
- included in your normal December

L_ET Alsl Sunday morning congregational
MORTALIELESH JOY TO THE WORLD

KEEP SILENCE carol repertoire.

Yet, if you pay attention to the lyrics, this old text evokes a sense of majesty, mystery, and awe
at the incarnation of Christ.



This lesser sung Christmas hymn is based
on one of the oldest texts still used by the
church, the Liturgy of St. James, and comes
from a part of that liturgy known as the
Cherubic Hymn.

While there is debate as to the actual date
and authorship of the text (St. James the
Less, one of the twelve apostles, as early as
60 AD or St. Cyril of Jerusalem in the fourth
century), it was produced for use in the
Jerusalem church near the end of the fourth
century or beginning of the fifth. In the early
fifth century, it became the primary liturgy of
both Jerusalem and Antioch.

Near the middle of the nineteenth century, Gerard Moultrie translated the text of this hymn from
Greek, and published a paraphrase under the name “Prayer of the Cherubic Hymn.” Today we
know this hymn as “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence.”

Three of the four stanzas speak directly of the incarnation, and this is what we celebrate during
Christmas, God becoming man. We celebrate the incarnation of Christ--God taking on the form
of man in order to save man from their sin.

| would argue that if any of us were there in Bethlehem, or in the field with the shepherds, or in
the stable where the Christ child was...we would stand silent in awe and mystery or we would
bow and pay homage to Him.

Christmas is a time to reflect upon the mystery of the incarnation. It is in the incarnation, the
Manna from Heaven became the Bread of Life. It is in the incarnation that the Light of Heaven
became the Light of the World.

When we consider the incarnation, yes, there should be a reverent silence of awe, mystery, and
majesty, but | would bet that we would join with the heavenly hosts and “with ceaseless voice”
we would cry,

“Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Lord Most High!”

Derrick Marrs
Ministry Director



1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence,
and with fear and trembling stand;
ponder nothing earthly minded,
for, with blessing in His hand,

3 Rank on rank the host of heaven
spreads its vanguard on the way,
as the Light of light descendeth
from the realms of endless day,

Christ our God to earth descendeth,
our full homage to demand.

that the pow'rs of hell may vanish
as the darkness clears away.

2 King of kings, yet born of Mary,
as of old on earth He stood,

4 At His feet the six-winged seraph,
cherubim with sleepless eye,
Lord of lords, in human vesture,
in the body and the blood.
He will give to all the faithful

veil their faces to the Presence,
as with ceaseless voice they cry,
“Alleluia, alleluia,

His own self for heav'nly food. alleluia, Lord Most High!”
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SEASON 1 FINALE IS
LIVE!

Our special, Season 1 finale, quasi-Christmas
episode in now available!

We had a fun time filming this one, and Derrick's kids,
Reagan and Bryce, join us for a fun quiz!

Head over to your podcast platform of choice, and
give it a listen (you can even join in the quiz yourself!)




Also, because you are all on Santa's Nice
List, we will be bringing you a new weekly
podcast called, "Camp Tales" for your
between season listening enjoyment!

Camp Tales will be a shorter, weekly podcast
filled with stories about camp both past and
present.

We will have special guests throughout the
year and plenty of stories. So, in between

seasons, there will still be plenty of content
for you to consume!

If you aren't familiar with podcasts or how to listen to them, feel free to simply visit our website
and listen from there. Here is the link for your convenience:

www.bancroftgospelministry.org/stopandconsider

If you are into the podcast world, below are the links to your favorite podcast platforms for easy
access. Currently, the only podcast that has video is through Spotify, but videos to YouTube are
coming in Season 2! Be sure to subscribe, like, and comment!

Apple Podcasts:
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/stop-and-consider/id1843097127

YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/@STOPandConsider

Spotify:
https://open.spotify.com/show/5an3QuCPoO4dH9Xa4xp2uc

Amazon Music:
https://music.amazon.com/podcasts/41b83bb5-ef2f-4f4e-ae1f-bcd85adbc4 3f/stop-and-consider

iHeartRadio:
https://iheart.com/podcast/296982721/

New episodes drop every two weeks, and as always, THANKS for listening!
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NEW PARTNERSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES

Help Bancroft Bible Camp
Ralse Funde by Taking Yeur Vehiele te

= CAR WASH—

For A Great Shine Every Time!
November 15®, 2025 - February 15%, 2026

Purchase any single car wash to help Bancroft Gospel Minisiry raise funds for our
Bible Camp to help with operational costs and support our efforts! We will
receive 30% of the single wash sales earned using our fundraiser's wash code!

Visit any of the TruShine Car Wash Locations

203 Linden Square Drive 25017 Western Loop
Bristol, VA 24202 Abingdon, VA 24211

3033 Boones Creek Road 2227 Fort Henry Drive 114 Allensville Road
Johnson City, TN 37615 Kingsport, TN 37444 Sevierville, TN 37874
1912 Highway 394 1541 W Jackson Blvd
Blountville, TN 37617 Jonesborough, TN 37659

Follow the Instructions Below

Pull up fo one of the pay stations.
Follow the screen prompis to buy a single wash.
Push the “ENTER WASH CODE" bution at the boftom left of the screen.

Enter Wash Cedes 1 41 40

14140 is the unique number associated with this fundraiser.
You must enter this code to participate in the fundraiser.

Select the car wash of your choice.
Select your payment method. Insert Payment.
If preferred, print the receipt for your records.

Thank you for participating In the
Banecroft Bible Camp Fundraiser!

141 Bancroft Private Dr, Kingsport,
TN 37660, USA
423-288-4532

NWSTOCK
DONATOR

You can now partner with Bancroft through
donating stocks to help financially support
the ministry!

By donating stock that has increased in
value, you will avoid paying tax on the capital
gains. Many donors have found this is an
easy way to increase their donation while
helping themselves at tax time.
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For the price of a movie ticket or a fast-food

meal, you can make a lasting impact for the
kingdom of God by supporting a ministry
who has served the Lord and our community
for over 100 years!

Click the button below and become part of a
team of people desiring to make an eternal
difference by financially supporting Bancroft!
You can give more than $10 if you choose
and you can even make it a recurring
donation for your convenience!
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Check out our website @

Share on social
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