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"...stop and consider the wondrous works of
God." - Job 37:14

FAIL TO PREPARE
PREPARE TO FAIL

When | was in high school | served with Child Evangelism Fellowship doing their 5-day Clubs.

For those unfamiliar with these, they were

hosted by a family in a neighborhood who
would invite their neighbors, etc., to their
house or a location in their neighborhood
and hold Bible clubs for 5 straight days. A
CEF missionary and their team would come
and provide the program during those 5
days. There would be songs, a missionary
story, Bible verse memorization, and a short

Bible lesson. You can learn more about CEF
and their 5-day Clubs HERE.

| served with a great CEF missionary couple, George &
Sarah Ekstrom, and a friend from church and school, Sarah
Almen (Booth). George would come and pick me up each
morning and | would ride with him to the 5-day Clubs that
we were serving at that week. | never led the music (praise

the Lord), because Sarah could sing, so | usually rotated



between the Bible verse memorization and the missionary story. These were some great
memories and were an integral part of God’s preparation for the ministry that He had called me

to.

But there is one thing in particular that |
learned and have never forgotten. George
would always push me to prepare for
teaching the verse or telling the missionary
story. He would constantly repeat this phrase
to me, which | have never forgotten,

“If you fail to prepare,

prepare to fail."

His constant reminder of this truth, along with his instruction, encouragement, and admonition,
helped me to be a halfway decent helper during those summers, but more importantly instilled a
timeless truth that has impacted who | am and how | operate.

Earlier this week | was able to watch Reagan and her
classmates perform their Interpretation Event. Each student
had to memorize a portion of a speech, book, etc., and
then dramatically present it to the class. Most of the
students dressed up and/or used accents to portray the
individuals or characters. As | watched each student make
their presentations, the phrase that George would repeat to
me came flooding back into my mind...

“If you fail to prepare, prepare to

fail.”

To present their IE’s in front of their peers and others
attending required proper preparation for them to be

confident, competent, and successful.



Preparation should be a part of a Christian’s lifestyle as well.

We are told in scripture that we are to “do all things to the glory of God (1 Cor. 10:31).” There is
a standard of excellence that accompanies doing all things to the glory of God. If the standard is
excellence, then proper preparation is essential. Our proper preparation is a testament to the
importance and value of the tasks that the Lord has given us to do.

We are also taught in scripture to “always be prepared to give an answer for the hope that is in
us (1 Peter 3:15).” We need to know what we believe and why we believe it, so that we will be
prepared and ready to tell others about Christ, to stand for what is right, and to defend the truth.

Then, as we walk this journey of following Christ, He is always preparing us for what He has for
us. We see numerous examples of this throughout scripture as well through God’s preparation
of Joseph, Moses, and the Apostle Paul just to name a few. We are always walking through
seasons of preparation as the Lord directs us from one opportunity or trial to the next.

Finally, we should always be prepared for Christ’s return. Matthew 24:42 & 44 teaches that we
do not know the time when Christ will return, so we must always be prepared and ready.

May we be followers of Christ who live lives of continual preparation for His honor and glory that
we may be a testimony to those around us.

If we fail to prepare, prepare to fail.

Derrick Marrs
Ministry Director

Get all of that salt off of your car from the latest winter
storm and support Bancroft in the process!



Help Banereft Bible Camp
Ralse Funds by Taking Yeur Vehicle to

—_— : R

-~

CAR WASH —~
-..___________-_'_____,..a-"

Fer A Great Shine Every Timel
November 15%, 2025 - February 15%, 2026

Purchase any single car wash to help Bancroft Gospel Ministry raise funds for our
Bible Camp to help with operational costs and support our efforts! We will
receive 30% of the single wash sales earned using our fundraiser’s wash code!

Visit any of the TruShine Car Wash Locations
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203 Linden Square Drive 25017 Western Loop
Bristol, VA 24202 Abingdon, VA 24211
3033 Boones Creek Road 2227 Fort Henry Drive 116 Allensville Road
Johnson City, TN 37815 Kingsport, TN 37444 Sevierville, TN 37876
1912 Highway 394 1541 W Jackson Blvd
Blountville, TN 37617 Jonesborough, TN 37659

Follow the Instructions Below

Pull up fo one of the pay stations.
Follow the screen prompts to buy a single wash,
Push the "ENTER WASH CODE" bution at the boftom left of the screen,

Enter Wash Codes 1 41 40

14140 is the unique number associated with this fundraiser.
You must enter this code to participate in the fundraiser.

Select the car wash of your choice.
Select your payment method. Insert Payment.
If preferred, print the receipt for your records.

Thank you fer participating In the
Bancroft Bible Camp Fundralser!
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NEW EPISODE OF THE

STOP & CONSIDER
PODCAST!




Episode 3 of Season 2 of the STOP &
Consider Podcast is out now!

Who better to talk about love and romance
than JT & Derrick?!?

Join JT & Derrick as they gear up for
Valentine's Day (yes fellas, it is upon us) by
talking about the lies that culture tells us
about love, 5 love languages, and the biblical
view of love.

If you aren't familiar with podcasts or how to listen to them, feel free to simply visit our website
and listen from there. Here is the link for your convenience:

www.bancroftgospelministry.org/stopandconsider

If you are into the podcast world, below are the links to your favorite podcast platforms for easy
access. Currently, the only podcast that has video is through Spotify, but videos to YouTube are
coming in Season 2! Be sure to subscribe, like, and comment!

Apple Podcasts:
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/stop-and-consider/id1843097127

YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/@STOPandConsider

Spotify:
https://open.spotify.com/show/5an3QuCPoO4dH9Xa4xp2uc

Amazon Music:
https://music.amazon.com/podcasts/41b83bb5-ef2f-4f4e-ae1f-bcd85adbc4 3f/stop-and-consider

iHeartRadio:
https://iheart.com/podcast/296982721/




BANCROFT'S FIRST
PUTT-PUTT
TOURNAMENT

Mark your calendar and plan to join us on Thursday, April 9th from 6:00-8:00pm

at the Putt-Putt Fun Center in Kingsport as we host our first ever putt-putt
tournament!

Put together a team, bring your family, compete for trophies, or come to simply
have fun and support Bancroft!

Join the fun by registering your team!

There are 4 competition levels with 1st, 2nd,
& 3rd Place trophies for each level!

Quad Play (teams of 4)
$60/team

Learn more about gameplay, scoring, etc., by
clicking the button below!
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We also wouldn't be able to put on this event unless we had some sponsors to

help us!

We want to highlight a couple sponsors who have already chosen to partner with
us. You can learn more about them by clicking below!

If you are interested in becoming a sponsor, you can do so by clicking the button
and viewing our sponsor page!
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COMPANION ANIMAL TAYLOR'S MARTIAL ARTS
HOSPITAL
ACADEMY SPONSOR
[ ] [ ] BECOME A SPONSOR!
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REGISTER NOW FOR OUR SPRING RETREATS
AND SUMMER CAMPS!

SPRING RETREATS
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Junior Retreat - March 20-21
Teen Retreat - March 27-28

Cost: $90/camper

[ REGISTER NOW ]




SUMMER CAMP

Teen Mission - June 1-5
Junior Camp 1 - July 6-10
Teen 1 - July 13-17
Junior 2 - July 20-24

[ REGISTER NOW J

<0 >0

MORE PARTNERSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES
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For the price of a movie ticket or a fast-food
meal, you can make a lasting impact for the
kingdom of God by supporting a ministry
who has served the Lord and our community
for over 100 years!

Click the button below and become part of a
team of people desiring to make an eternal
difference by financially supporting Bancroft!
You can give more than $10 if you choose
and you can even make it a recurring
donation for your convenience!
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141 Bancroft Private Dr, Kingsport,
TN 37660, USA
423-288-4532

P A ’%
"‘*ﬁafm

,\

STOCK
"DONATOR

You can now partner with Bancroft through

donating stocks to help financially support
the ministry!

By donating stock that has increased in
value, you will avoid paying tax on the capital
gains. Many donors have found this is an
easy way to increase their donation while
helping themselves at tax time.
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Share on social
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Check out our website @



