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"...stop and consider the wondrous works of
God." - Job 37:14

JOY IN THE JOURNEY

At the beginning of this school year, the kids

and | had the pleasure of reading “The
Pilgrim’s Progress” out loud together and
dove a bit deeper by listening to a sermon
series about this great allegorical book.
Throughout these several months, we not
only learned about the adventures of a
pilgrim named Christian and his journey but

were also captivated by the author of this
great Christian classic, John Bunyan.

*SPOILER ALERT* This summer, campers will be learning about John Bunyan and “The
Pilgrim’s Progress” during Missions & .

John Bunyan, born in 1628, considered himself a mischievous young man and had earned a
bad name for himself as he grew up in England. When he was 16, he was drafted into the army
and then married a few years later. During these years, Bunyan vowed that he would be a
better person and do his very upmost to please God. He thought he could make himself a
better person by going to church regularly, not cursing anymore and treating others fairly.

But there was something missing.



At the age of 21, and still trying to achieve
holiness on his own, John Bunyan was
working in Bedford, England as a tinker.
While walking through the streets of Bedford,
John came across a few women who had
taken a short break from their work. These
women, whom John had never met, were
speaking in joyful tones about their
wonderful relationship with their Lord, Jesus
Christ! He did not mean to eavesdrop, but
this sparked a desire in John Bunyan to
know the Lord as these ladies knew Him.

John recalled this conversation when he said,

“They spoke as if joy did make them speak, they spoke with such pleasantness of scripture
language and with such appearance of grace in all they said that they were to me as if they had
found a new world.”

John told these ladies that he had considered himself a Christian but did not have this type of
relationship with the Lord. The ladies encouraged him to see their pastor, John Gifford. Shortly

after, John Bunyan repented and put his faith, not in his own works, but in the work of Jesus
Christ.



| want to park right here and talk about these joyful women and their conversation for a
moment.

| was convicted after hearing this story.

These ladies had no idea someone was listening to their conversation, but, out of the overflow
of their love for their Lord, their words were full of joy and peace.

This made me consider...

Are the conversations | have with others, whether at a coffee shop or even on the phone,
pointing to Christ?

Do we speak of his goodness and faithfulness in our lives?

| am not implying that we need to always quote Scripture, but our words (and actions!) do need
to be seasoned with the “salt” of the gospel.

These were just ladies who had probably been cleaning, cooking or sewing, and had stopped to
have a brief conversation; but they were missionaries.

They had
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I’'m so thankful for these three ordinary ladies who served an extraordinary God. Their
conversation sparked a flame in the heart of John Bunyan who would one day write “The
Pilgrim’s Progress,” one of the most famous Christian books besides the Bible. It's amazing to
think about how many countless souls have been impacted by this simple, but profound and

joyful conversation these women had.

Colossians 4:6
“Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer
everyone.”

Ephesians 4:29
“Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits
the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.”

What kind of conversations have you had this week?

If someone were listening, would they desire to know your Lord?

Marie Marrs
BGM Staff
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NEW CAMP TALES
EPISODE!



Camp Tales is BACK during the summer
months as we prepare for Season 3 of our
STOP & Consider Podcast.

Head over and catch the lastest episode:

"The Honduran Jefe: Josh Vega"

Derrick interviews a former camper turned
counselor, who eventually became the
Program Director from 2018-2021. It's a
great conversation about the impact of
camp!

If you aren't familiar with podcasts or how to listen to them, feel free to simply visit our website
and listen from there. Here is the link for your convenience:

www.bancroftgospelministry.org/stopandconsider

If you are into the podcast world, below are the links to your favorite podcast platforms for easy
access. Currently, the only podcast that has video is through Spotify, but videos to YouTube are
coming in Season 2! Be sure to subscribe, like, and comment!

Apple Podcasts:
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/stop-and-consider/id1843097127

YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/@STOPandConsider

Spotify:
https://open.spotify.com/show/5an3QuCPo0O4dH9Xa4xp2uc

Amazon Music:
https://music.amazon.com/podcasts/41b83bb5-ef2f-4f4e-ae1f-bcd85adbc4 3f/stop-and-consider

iHeartRadio:
https://iheart.com/podcast/296982721/




REGISTER NOW FOR SUMMER CAMP!

SUMMER CAMP

¥ EPHESIANS 6:10-18
|

Teen Mission - June 1-5
Junior Camp 1 - July 6-10
Teen 1 - July 13-17
Junior 2 - July 20-24

[ REGISTER NOW ]

WE NEED A COUPLE MORE COUNSELORS!

We are looking for a couple more mature, FEMALE Summer Counselors who are 18+ years old
wanting to make an impact this summer!
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So, You Want To Be Ready for an

Adventure?

As a camp counselor, every day is an adventure! From
waking the campers up in the morning to tucking them in
at night (and maybe even during the night!), there's a
new adventure waiting around every corner! Being able
to take advantage of each adventure that you and your
campers face is an incredible opportunity to have lives
impacted for eternity!

a Camp Counselor?

There's nothing like being a camp counselor! It's
your opportunity to make an eternal impact on
the lives of others, to use your summer to serve
others, and to build lasting relationships. Being a
camp counselor is a purpose-driven, meaningful,
and exciting opportunity!



3 Develop Life SkiII‘;

*Teamwork *Empathy

Part Of d Team *Communication *Discernment 3

rE
Being a camp counselor opens the deor to build relationships ¢ Conflict Resolution Deusmn-Maklng J 3
with others who are in the grind with you! You will make friends *Time Management 'Adaptation/Flexibility
with fellow staff and you will come together to make the *Discipli sl :
absolute most of everyone's summer. You will learn how to Iscipline tumility
work togeﬁheg a?]a teST relyiﬂg onhnne aI:\other as you . Group Management ol stening
experience the highs and lows throughout the camp season. . : . i
By Eeing part of this team, it will truly feel like famili as we all Inte_r_personai Skills Emotional Control
serve one another and are there for each other. *Resilience

If you or someone you know is interested in
applying to be a summer counselor this
summer, submit an application by clicking

i I
Make a Difference the button below!

Being a camp counselor is a personal experience. Being
withhyour campers andbgalvg:ing to kn?v\f th?jm\ provides
the opportunity to build meaningful and lasting

relationships. You will become a trusted sibling, a APPLY NOW!
mentor, and a guide to your campers and will make a
lasting impression!
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MORE PARTNERSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES



N STOCK

v7/DONATOR

You can now partner with Bancroft through
donating stocks to help financially support
the ministry!

By donating stock that has increased in

value, you will avoid paying tax on the capital
gains. Many donors have found this is an

For the price of a movie ticket or a fast-food

meal, you can make a lasting impact for the easy way to increase their donation while

kingdom of God by supporting a ministry helping themselves at tax time.

who has served the Lord and our community
for over 100 years! ( )

Click the button below and become part of a
team of people desiring to make an eternal
difference by financially supporting Bancroft!
You can give more than $10 if you choose
and you can even make it a recurring
donation for your convenience!
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