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"...stop and consider the wondrous works of

God." - Job 37:14

COCK-A-DOODLE-DO!

Cock-a-doodle-do!

Every once in a while, we have animals visit
us at Bancroft. We have had stray cats and
dogs, along with the normal local wildlife,
including a bear or two. Once we even had a
horse wander onto campus, but the most
memorable unwanted visitor was sometime
during the 1990s, in the middle of summer
camp. That visitor was a rooster, a very
determined rooster, who enjoyed sharing his
vocal talent loudly during the early morning
hours.




In the early evening hours, he would perch up in a tree, getting a start on a good night's sleep
for himself before making his morning rounds. The campers named him Zacchaeus for that
obvious reason!

He was immensely proud of himself as he traveled from cabin to cabin, Charity, Faith, Hope,
Joy, then Peace, each morning beginning at 4 am to crow loudly...

Cock-a-doodle-do!

He literally hopped up the steps to each front porch consecutively and proclaimed his morning
wake up message.

(Just so you know, the average rooster’s crow is 130 decibels, similar to a chain saw.)
Needless to say, the counselors were extremely frustrated as the whole cabin would, of course,

wake up and chaos would ensue. Just when they got settled and back to sleep around 5, here
he came again. Obviously, this was a problem!

Paul Bufford, one of our board members at the time, and a local pastor, was spending the week
with us as our camp speaker. Guy Tilley, our ministry director, and Pastor Paul were determined
to catch Zacchaeus. Pastor Paul would run after him and wildly throw the blanket to cover him,
but he always got away. They tried several days without success, until finally, one night toward
the end of the week, they were able to capture him as he roosted, sleeping in a tree!




I have thought about that rooster often.

So, take what you will from his story...
o Be diligent and purposeful like Zacchaeus, but don’t be proud like he was.
e Share your message boldly, but humbly.
¢ Allow your Master to catch your attention and guide you...

What Zacchaeus didn’t know was that he was being taken to a nice farm to live a good life, but
he resisted. We often run from the Lord when He is trying to help us, teach us and give us a
good gift.

Another analogy to this is when our
daughter, Sarah, raised guppies. She had
quite the business for a while as a young girl.
When a mother guppy had babies, Sarah
had to quickly remove them and place them
into a safe tank or unfortunately the mother
would eat her young. Those baby guppies
swam frantically away from that net even

though Sarah was trying to save their lives.

Just like Zacchaeus, they were completely unaware that safety awaited them. What a blessing
to know that God is working His purpose for our good if we will yield to Him.



Zacchaeus did his job with determination. He had a message that he proclaimed boldly and
loudly. We too have a message of God's love and can proclaim it in different ways, with our
words and with our lives and actions. We are told in the gospel of Mark to go and preach the
gospel.

Mark 16:15
Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.

He was not ashamed of his message to wake up!!! We, as believers, have been given God’s
power to share our message boldly.

Romans 1:16
For | am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to
everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.

Zacchaeus, the rooster, had a focus and a purpose and worked to fulfill them...

Where is our focus?

Are we determined like Zacchaeus to fulfill our purpose with zeal?

Micah 6:8
He has shown you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly

and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.

What if we had a clear focus in our everyday lives and it was to follow this verse with our whole
hearts?

This verse is a call to listen to God, to do justice from hearts of mercy and compassion, marked
by the humility of Jesus Christ.

Remember your purpose and honor Him with your life!

Martha Dingus
BGM Staff




REGISTER NOW FOR SUMMER CAMP!

SUMMER CAMP

Junior Camp 1 - July 6-10
Teen 1 - July 13-17
Junior 2 - July 20-24

[ REGISTER NOW J
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CAMP TALES:
MY FAVORITE
HUNGARIAN




Camp Tales is BACK during the summer
months as we prepare for Season 3 of our
STOP & Consider Podcast.

Head over and catch the latest episode:

"My Favorite Hungarian:
Balint Jezsoviczky"

Derrick interviews an international counselor
who joined us last summer!

If you aren't familiar with podcasts or how to listen to them, feel free to simply visit our website
and listen from there. Here is the link for your convenience:

www.bancroftgospelministry.org/stopandconsider

If you are into the podcast world, below are the links to your favorite podcast platforms for easy
access. Currently, the only podcast that has video is through Spotify, but videos to YouTube are
coming in Season 2! Be sure to subscribe, like, and comment!

Apple Podcasts:
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/stop-and-consider/id1843097127

YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/@STOPandConsider

Spotify:
https://open.spotify.com/show/5an3QuCPo0O4dH9Xa4xp2uc

Amazon Music:
https://music.amazon.com/podcasts/41b83bb5-ef2f-4f4e-ae1f-bcd85adbc4 3f/stop-and-consider

iHeartRadio:
https://iheart.com/podcast/296982721/




Throughout the month of August, we are bringing back

SPLASH DAYS!!

This is a great opportunity to take advantage of the beautiful weather by
renting our pools for yourself or for a group!

Schedule a day and time now!

C BOOK NOW! )
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MORE PARTNERSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES
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For the price of a movie ticket or a fast-food
meal, you can make a lasting impact for the
kingdom of God by supporting a ministry
who has served the Lord and our community
for over 100 years!

Click the button below and become part of a
team of people desiring to make an eternal
difference by financially supporting Bancroft!
You can give more than $10 if you choose
and you can even make it a recurring
donation for your convenience!
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141 Bancroft Private Dr, Kingsport,
TN 37660, USA
423-288-4532
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STOCK
"DONATOR

You can now partner with Bancroft through

donating stocks to help financially support
the ministry!

By donating stock that has increased in
value, you will avoid paying tax on the capital
gains. Many donors have found this is an
easy way to increase their donation while
helping themselves at tax time.
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Share on social
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Check out our website @



