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"...stop and consider the wondrous works of
God." - Job 37:14

A THEOLOGY OF FUN

Last night we had our first ever

Bancroft Putt-Putt Tournament.
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The Lord was so gracious in \EAN @%@FT ’ /
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people, on an absolutely beautiful
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supporting Bancroft.







As | watched everyone who came to play putt-putt last night, | couldn’t help but notice the
smiles, the laughter, and the simple enjoyment that everyone was experiencing. Through
conversations where people were telling me how much fun they were having, receiving text
messages about how much fun their family had, and their anticipation for next year’s
tournament, it brought me joy—and it made the evening even more fun. (Check out more
pictures from the evening on our Facebook page, and put Thursday, April 8, 2027 on your
calendar for next year!)

As | observed everyone over the course of the evening, and as | reflected on the event last
night as | was trying to fall asleep, a thought came to my mind:

God delights when we have fun.

Think of it like this. As a father, when | hear my children laughing, when I’'m watching them enjoy
themselves as they play, when | see the smiles on their faces, it brings me joy.

Seeing their smiles puts a smile on my face.
| have fun when they are having fun.
When | give my children gifts and see their excitement, surprise them with a small treat and see
their eyes open wide and smile spread across their face, spend some extra time with them
doing something they enjoy and receive a hug, it brings a smile to may face and a delight to my
heart.
But God is an infinitely better Father than me.
Matthew 7:11

If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your

Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!

Does He not find greater joy when He sees His children having fun?

When He sees us enjoying the blessings of life that He generously gives, does it not also bring
a smile to His face?

Is it not fun for Him to see His children having fun?

Absolutely, it is!



This is why we find enjoyment in it as well, because we are created in His image.

God wants us to enjoy the life that He has given us. He wants us to find pleasure in His good
gifts. He wants us to smile and have fun.

God wants us to enjoy the life that He has
given us. He wants us to find pleasure in His
good gifts. He wants us to smile and have

Fun is what
we’re made
to have, but

fun is also
Jaclyn Parrish writing for the Center for Faith ’
and Culture from Southeastern Baptist What were

Theological Seminary said, “Fun is what made o be
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we’re made to have, but fun is also what

fun.

As Christians, we ought to be the most
joyful, fun people in the world!

we're made to be.” (What Is Fun, and Why
Does It Matter? Toward a Theology of Fun -
Christ and Culture)



And we should be joyful and fun, not simply because of the gracious gifts God gives to us as
our heavenly Father, but ultimately, because of the joy we find in HIM.

Ecclesiastes 2:24-25
There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find enjoyment in his
toil. This also, | saw, is from the hand of God, for apart from him who can eat or who can have
enjoyment?

Psalm 16:11
You have made known to me the path of life; You will fill me with joy in Your presence, with

eternal pleasures at Your right hand.

John 15:11
I have told you these things so that My joy may be in you and your joy may be complete.

When we immerse ourselves in HIM, we will experience true and lasting joy. Apart from Him, we
cannot have satisfying enjoyment and fun.

The world offers so many things in the context of “fun,” but many of those are empty and lead to
destruction. They are fleeting and unfulfilling.

In Christ, we can, and do, experience true and lasting satisfaction, fulfillment, and joy.

In Christ, we can have true fun.

If you are a Christian and you’re a “stick in the mud,” then | would question whether you are
truly living in the joy of the Lord. Because if His joy is in us, then we should be the most joyful

and fun!

So, go have some good, wholesome fun today. Enjoy the good gifts from your Father, and
delight yourself in Him.

Smile. Laugh. Enjoy.

Your heavenly Father has fun when you have fun.

Derrick Marrs
Ministry Director
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EPISODE 7 OF THE
STOP & CONSIDER
PODCAST IS LIVE!

There are only three more episodes of
Season 2 of the STOP & Consider podcast!

Check out the latest podcast episode as JT
& Derrick discuss whether God is silent in
our struggles and reflect on Easter
Weekend. It gets a little unhinged in the
beginning, but ends with encouraging words
that God is ANYTHING BUT SILENT!




If you aren't familiar with podcasts or how to listen to them, feel free to simply visit our website
and listen from there. Here is the link for your convenience:

www.bancroftgospelministry.org/stopandconsider

If you are into the podcast world, below are the links to your favorite podcast platforms for easy
access. Currently, the only podcast that has video is through Spotify, but videos to YouTube are
coming in Season 2! Be sure to subscribe, like, and comment!

Apple Podcasts:
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/stop-and-consider/id1843097127

YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/@STOPandConsider

Spotify:
https://open.spotify.com/show/5an3QuCPo0O4dH9Xa4xp2uc

Amazon Music:
https://music.amazon.com/podcasts/41b83bb5-ef2f-4f4e-ae1f-bcd85adbc4 3f/stop-and-consider

iHeartRadio:
https://iheart.com/podcast/296982721/

REGISTER NOW FOR SUMMER CAMP!



SUMMER CAMP

Teen Mission - June 1-5
Junior Camp 1 - July 6-10
Teen 1 - July 13-17
Junior 2 - July 20-24

{ REGISTER NOW ]
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MORE PARTNERSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES
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You can now partner with Bancroft through
donating stocks to help financially support
the ministry!

By donating stock that has increased in

value, you will avoid paying tax on the capital
gains. Many donors have found this is an

For the price of a movie ticket or a fast-food

meal, you can make a lasting impact for the easy way to increase their donation while

kingdom of God by supporting a ministry helping themselves at tax time.

who has served the Lord and our community
for over 100 years! ( )

Click the button below and become part of a
team of people desiring to make an eternal
difference by financially supporting Bancroft!
You can give more than $10 if you choose
and you can even make it a recurring
donation for your convenience!
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